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_ To the Right Reverend Father 
in God Henry Lord Biſhop 
of London, one of His Maje- 
ftys Moſt Honourable Privy 


Council. 


« MyTord, 
\ OUR Loraſbip having ſiznified 


your Pleaſure, that the Sermon 
which you heard, when did us 
the Flonour to be preſent at the Openin 
of our Pariſh-Church. ſhould be Gs 
pablick ; notwithſtanding my Awverſeneſs 
fo Print any thins Ex'liſh ; yet out of 
a juſt Senſe both of that Obedience which 
I owe to You as wy Biſhop, and of that 
Kinaneſs which I have recetved from you 
as my Patron, 1 have now done it, and 
herewith make bold to preſent it to Ton, 
What Effect a Diſcourſe of this Nature 
will have upon the Minds ef thoſe who 
ſhall have ſo much Patience as to read it, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

1 know not ; but muſt leave that to him 
who hath the Hearts of all Men in his 
Huaid, My Subjeft I am ſure is good anda 
meceſſary* And as for my plain ana pras 
ical way of handling it, it « that which 
ſny Text requireth, in that it command- 
eth, that in our Chriſtian Congregations, 
All things be done to Edifying. So 
that unleſs I had endeavoured to ſeit it 
to the Capacities of all there preſent, ana 
to make it as Edifying as I could wnto, 
them, my Sermon had been a Contraat- 
| fion to my Text : And beſides that, T 
bad loſt my Deſign in Preaching it : Whit 
was, to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe 
Souls, under your Lordſhip, are commit- 
ted to my Care and Conduit, of the Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of the Com- 
mon-Prayer, azd jo to perſwade them to_ 
the conſlant and conſciencions Uſe of it ;; 
not only vecauſe it ts conformable to the 
Dottrine, Diſcipline, and Practice of 
the Univerſal Church, nor only becauſe 
z: 55 eftaviiſhed by the Laws both of our 
Church and State ( though they alſo be 
very great Reaſons ) but likewiſe becauſe 
of thas exiraordinary Benefit aad Ad- 
Vantage 


The Eputle Dedicatory. 
vantage whico they woula receive from 
it, tor the Ecifjiug of their Souls in 
what ſoever 3s receſſary to their Eternal 
Salvation, | 


T am wery ſenſible, that much wore 
might have been jaid upon this excellent 
Subject , but intending no more than a 
plain Sermon upon the Occaſuon, I was 
forced to omit many things, aud to con- 
fine my {elf to ſuch only, which were moſt 

' obvious, and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary 
for People to know and prattice, in order 
to their being reconciled wnto, and Ediſiec 
by our Publick Prayers. And if upor 
your peruſal of that little which T þ.:: 

fard, you ſhall find any thine no! acrcic- 
able to the Doftrine of our Church, 1 hun- 
bly. ſubmit it to your Lorajhins Tudamen! 
ana Cenſare;, only aefiring that you wouls 
be 2s ready to pardon, As 7 am to retract 1:. 


My Lord, 

I have one Requeſt more to make nts 
Tow, which is, that as You was the occa- 
fron of my Printing this Sermon, ſo You: 
would be pleaſed to accept of it now it us 
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Printed : And if, by the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, it may contribute any thing 
to thoſe great Enas, which Toa continu- 
aily proſecute with ſo great Wiſaom and 
Produc -, with ſary exemplary Care and 
Diltg! 7Ciece 1 the Management of that hish 
Office whit peſt Le hath called Tou 10, even 10 
the (itory of big oreat Name, the Good of 
ir Ch, A's and the Salvation of the Souls 


of ter, it ts 81 thai 5s teftrea z }, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


William Beveridge, 


x Cor. 


£ 
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1 Cor. 14. 26. 
Let all things be done to Edifying, 


HEN Fudas Maccaber had new built 
the Altar, and repaired the Temple 
at Feruſa/em, after 1t had been pol- 
lured and laid waite for Three Years 

together; the Church of God ar that time and 
place rejoyced ſo much ar it, that they kept the 
Dedication of it Eighr days, and ordered that the 
ſame hould be abſeryed every Year, 1 Mac. 4. 59. 
And ſo we find it was in our Saviour's time ; {or 
he Limſelf was pleaſed to honour that Feitival, 
though only of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtiturion, with his 
own Preſence, John 16, 22, Jn the like manner, 
we of this Pariſh have cauſe to be tranſported with 
Joy and Gladnels, ard ro ſpend this day in prat- 
ſing and adoring the moſt High God, for that our 
Church, which hath lain waſte for above five times 
Three Years, isnow ar laſt re-builr and fitted again 
for his Worſhip and Service. For what the Alrar 
and Temple were unto the Jews then, the ſame 
will our Church be unto us now. Did they there 
offer up taew Sacrifices unto God, as Types of the 
Death of Chriſt * We ſhall here Commemorate the 
{aid Dearth of Chriſt, rypitied by thoſe Sacrifices. 
Did they come trom all parts of Fudea re Worſhip 
God there 2 So ſhall we, 1 hope, come from all 
Parts oi this Pariſh to Worſhip God here, Was 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Printed : And if, by the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, it may contribute any thing 
to thoſe great Enas, which Toa continu- 
ally proſecute with ſo great Wiſdom and - 
Prugence, with ſuch exemplary Care and 
Dilipezce in the Management of that high 
Office which he hath called Tou to, even to 
the Glory of his great Name, the Good of 
his Church, and the Salvation of the Souls 
of Men, it ts all that is aeſired by, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


William Beveridge. 
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x Cor. 14. 26, 
Let all things be done to Edifying, 


HEN Fudas Maccabens had new built 
; the Alrar, and repaired the Temple 
at Feruſalem, after it had been pol- 


lated and laid waſte for Three Years 


* together; the Church of God ar that time and 


place rejoyced ſo much art it, that they kept the 
Dedication of it Eighr days, and ordered that the 
ſame ould be abſeryed every Year, 1 Mac. 4. 59. 
And ſo we find it was in our Saviour's time ; ſor 
he Limfelf was pleaſed to honour that Feſtival, 
though only of Ecclefiaftical Inſtirurion, with his 


_ own Preſence, John 16, 22. In the like manner, 


we of this Pariſh have cauſe to be tranſported with 
Joy and Gladneſs, ard ro ſpend this day in prai- 


| fing and adoring the moſt High God, for that our 


Church, which hath lain waſte for above five times 
Three Years, is now ar laſt re-builr and fitted again 
for his Worſhip and Service. For what the Alrar 
and Temple were unto the Jews then, the ſame 
will our Church be unto us now. Did they there 
offer up their Sacrifices unto God, as Types of the 
Death of Chriſt > We ſhall here Commemorarte the 
ſaid Death of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacrifices. 
Did rhey come from all parts of Fudea ro Worſhip 
God there ? So ſhall we, I hope, come from all 
parts. of this Pariſh ro Worſhip God here, Was 
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the Temple an Honſe of Prayer to them? So is 
tis Church to us, Was that the place where God, 
according to his Promiſe, came unto his People ro 
bleſs them 2 I do not doubt but he will do the ſame 
ro us in this place, if we come unto it, and carry 
our ſelves in it as we ought to do. In ſhort, was the 
Temple the place where all things were performed, 
that could any way conduee to the Edifying of 
God's People, a$things then ftood ? The ſame may 
be ſaid of our Church, as things now ſtand, For 
whatſoever is, or can be, Neceflary to the Edity- 
12g of our Souls here,and fo to theirEcernal Salvation 
hereafter, is clearly and fully comprehended in 
thoſe ſeveral Offices, which according to the Laws 
of the Land, axe now to be performed in. this place. 
Neither is there any Thing contained in any of 
them, but whar doth really conduce to thele great 
Ends and Purpoles. 

Bur this being a thing which is denied by ſome, 
and underitood but by few amongſt us, I ſhall en- 
deavour to explain and demonſtrate unto all. Which 
] chule ro do at this rime, becauſe 'ris the moſt pro- 
per Subject I could think of for this Occaſion, For 
unleſs what is to be now done in this place, will 
an{wer the ends'whereof it is erected, all the Coſts 
and Charges that have been laid our upon it, will be 
ro no purpole at all, Bur if ir can be fully made our, 
That the Service which is here to be performed,doth 
highly conduce te the advancement of God's Glory 
and your Happineſs, the great end wherefore ſuch 
Places are erected, then yon cannot bur acknow- 
ledge, that whatſoever any of you have contributed 
towards it,is the beſt Mony that you ever ſpent? and 
that this day, wherein the (aid Service is begun to 
be performed in ir, is. one of the moſt joyful days 

hat this Pariſh ever ſaw, 
. This 
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This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour 
to prove at this time : And for that end I have 
choſen theſe Words for the Gronnd and Founda- 
tion of all that I ſhall {ay npon this Subjet, Let al 
things be done to Edifying., For the right underſtand- 
ing whereof, we muſt know, thar the Apoſtle hav- 
ing inthis Chapter diſcourſed ar large concerning the 
way and manner of - holding Chrittian Aſſemblies, 
and having proved, that whatſoever is there faid, 
ought ro be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, that all 
there preſent may underſtand, and ſo be edified by 
ir; he at laſt ſums up the whole in this Propofi- 
tion, How 7 it then Brethren? When ye come toge= 
ther, every one of you hath a Pſalm, hath a Do&rime, 
hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath an Interpreta- 
tion : Let all things be done unto Edifying : As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, whatſoever Gifts any of you 
have, or pretend ro, yet when you meet together 
upon a Religious Accotint, for the Publick Worſhip 
of God, take ſpecial care that ali things be rhere 
done, to the Edifying of all who are there preſenr. 
From whence it is plain, thatthe Apoſtle lays down 
this as a general Rule, neceſſary tro be obſerved in 
all Chriſtian Congregations. So that whenſoever 
we meer together ro Worſhip and Serve God, if 
any thing be there done which is not for our Edi- 
fication, we come ſhort of this Rute, and ſo we do 
roo, if any thing be there wanting that may con- 
duce to that end. For according to this Rule, as 
nothing is to be there done, bur whar is for our 
Edifying, ſo alſo on the other fide, all things that 


are, or can be, for our Edifying, ought to be there 
done, 


Bur for our berter underſtanding the true Senſe 4 
and Purport of this Rule, It is neceſſary ro. con- 
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hk. laith) in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know- 


ſider what the Apoſtle here means by Edifying; For 
which he muſt know, Thar all Chriſtians being, 
as the ſame Apoſtle faith, of the Houſhold of God, 
Built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-ſtone, 
Eph. 2. 19, 20, Hence whatſoever tends to the 
itrengrhening, ſupporting, cementing, or raiſing this 
Fabrick bigher, whatſoever it is whereby Men are 
made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians, more holy 
and perfect Men than they were before, by that 
they are faid to be edified. And therefore, it is a 
great miſtake for Men to think as many do, that 
they are edified by what they hear, meerly becauſe 
they Know perhaps ſome little thing which before 
they were ignorant of, For Knowledge ( as the 


Apoſtle faith) puffeth up, it is Charity that edifietb, 


2 Cor. 8.1, And therefore, whatſoever Knows 
ledge we attain to, we cannot be ſaid to be edified 
by it, any further than as ir infuence$ our Minds, 
220725 our Love, and inclines our Hearts ro God 
and Goodneſs. And that this is rhe true Norion 
of Edifying, is plain from the Apoſtles own words, 
where he ſaith, Let no Corrupt Communication come 
ont of your Mouths, but that which is for the uſe of 
Edifying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the Hearers, 
Eph. 4. 29. For from. hence ir is manifeſted,  rhat 
vat only is properly ſaid to edifie, rhar miniſters 
Grace unto us; whereby we are made more Pure 
and Holy than we were before, And therefore, 
we read of Edifying our ſelves in Love, Eph. 4. 16. 
and building up our ſelves in aur moſt holy Faith, 
Jude 20. Which are the true Graces that make up 
a real and true Chriſtian, And nothing can be 
ſaid to Edifi-, but what tends to the exciting and 
increaſing of them: Until we come (as the Apoſtle 


ledge 
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. Eph. 4. 12, 13. Hence therefore, when the Apo- 
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ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfeft Man, unts 
the meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 


{tle ſaith, Let all chings be done to Edifying, his 
meaning in brief is this, Thar in all our Chri- 
{tian Aſſemblies, when we meer together to wor- 
ſhip-and ſerve God, all things there are to be fo 
done, that we may return home wiſer, and better 
chan we came thither ; with our Knowledge of 
God and Chrift increaſed, our Defires inlarged, 
our Love inflamed, our Faith confirmed, all our 
Graces quickned, and ſo our whole Souls made 
more Humble, more Holy, more like to God, rhan 
they were before. 


The Words being thus briefly explained, I ſhall 
now apply them to our preſent purpoſe, and ſhew 
that this Form of Religious Worſhip, which is pre- 
ferivea vy our Church, Ravine By the Lowe of 
the Land, and therefore ro be uſed now in this 
place, agrees exactly with this Rule, or Canon of 
the Holy Apoſtle, even. that all ehings in it are done 
to ediſying. 


Burt before we prove that that Fort in parti- 
cular, which our Church hath preſcribed, is agree» 
able to this Apoſtolical Rule, ir is neceſſary to prove 
firſt, That the preſcribing a Form in general is ſs, 
For unleſs the preſcribing a Form in general, be 
according to this Rule, no Form in particular, thar 
is preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with it. But now 
thar this Rule admits, yea, requires the preſcribin 

of ſome Form, is evident from the Rule it cal 
For the Apoſtle here commands the Church of 
Corenth, and fo all Provincial Churches, to rake 
care that in their Religious Aſſemblies all :hjngs be; 
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done to edifying, 'But how is it poſſible for any Pro- 
vincial Church ro ſee that this be done, excepr ſhe 

"eſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of ir ?. 
[f every Miniſter of a Pariſh fhonld be lefr to his 
own liberty, to Go what he pleaſed in his own 
Corgregation, alzhough ſome perhaps might be fo 
Wile and prudent as to obſerve this Rule, as well 
as they could, yer cunſidering rhe Corrnprion of 
Humane Nature, we ave much cauſe to fear that 
others would nor, £* leaft the Church could be 
rojway ſecured that a'i would ; and therefore muſt 
needs be obliged ro .uniider of, and appoint ſome 
ſuch Form ro be u'i-d in all her Congregations, 
by which ſhe may be fully afſured, thar this Apo- 
ſolical Rule is every where obſerved, as it oughr 
to be. And a!though we ſhould ſuppeſe what can 
never be expectcd, thar all the Gfergy in every 
Province ſliould be as wiſe and as good as they 
oughr to be, yer it cannot be ſpppoſed that every 
one of them ſhould underftand whar is for the 
Edification of rhe People, as well as altogerher. 
And therefore ir muſt needs be acknowledged, 
that the ſureſt way to have this Rule obſerved, 
is, for the Governoutrs of every Church, and the 
whole Clergy, ro meer together by their Repreſen- 
tatives in a Synod or Convocation, and there, upon 
Marture Deliberation, agree upon ſome ſuch Form, 
which they in their Prudence and Conſciences judge 
ro be according to this Rule, which the Apoftle here 
lays down before them, 


And befides that, the preſcribing a Form in ge- 
neral, is more for our Edifying, than to leave every 
one to do what ſeems good in his own Eyes. We 
have the Concurrent Teſtimony, Experience, and 
bk. Practice of the Univerſal Church, For we on r 
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read, or hear of any Church in the World, from 
the Apoſtles daysto ours, but what took this courſe. 


Though all have not nſed the ſame, yet no Church 


bur have uſed ſome Form or other. And therefore, 
for any Man to ſay, that it is not Lawful, or nor 
Expedient, or not fo Edifying, to uſe a Form of 
Prayer in the Publick Worſhip of God, is to contra» 
dict the general-ſenſe of Chriſtianity, ro condemn 
the Holy Catholick Church; and to make himſelf 
wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever were before him. 
Which, wharſoever it may be thought now, was 
always heretofore reckoned one of the greateſt Sins 
and Follies thar a Man could be guilty of. 


Nay, more than all this too: For this is not only 
to make a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, bur 
wiſer than Chriſt himſelf: For ir is impoſſible to 
preſcribe any Form of Prayer in more plain and 
expreſs Terms than he hath done it, where he ſaith, 
When ye Pray, ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, 
&c. Luke 11.2, And I hope none here preſent 
bur will acknowledge that Chriit, by whom alone 
we can be edified, knows better what is, or what 
is not for onr Edification, than we, or all the Men 
in the World can do. And therefore, ſeeing be bath 
not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſci- 
ples to uſe, bur bath expreſly commanded them to 
uſe it, we, who profeſs our ſelves to be his Diſciples, 
ought ro reſt fully ſatisfied in our Minds, that uſing 
of a Form of Prayer is nor only Lawful, but much 
more for our Edifying, than it is poſſible for any 
other way of Praying to be, | 


The ſame may be proved alſo from the Nature 
of the thing ir ſelf, by fuch Arguments, which do 
not only demonſtrate that ir is ſo, bur likewiſe ſhew 
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how it comes to be ſo. For Firſt, In order to our 
being edified, ſo as to be made better and holier, 
whenſoever we meet together upon a Religious ac- 
count, it is neceffary that the ſame good and holy 
things be always inculcated and preſſed upon us 
after one and rhe ſame manner, For we cannot 
bur all find by our own experience, how difficult ir 
is to faſten any thing thar 1s truly good,either upon 
our ſelves or others, and rhar !t is rarely, if ever 
effected, without frequent Reperitions of it, What- 


| ſoeyer good things we hear only once, or now and 


then, though perhaps ypon the hearing of them, 
they may {wim for a while in our Brains, yer they 
ſeldom fink down into onr Hearts, fo as to move 
and (way the Atﬀtections, as it is neceſſary they ſhould 
do, in order to our being edified by tkem, Where- 
as, by a Set Form of Publick Devotions rightly 
compoſed, as we are continually pur in mind of all 
things neceſſary for us to know or do, ſo that it al- 
ways is done by the ſame Words and Expreſſions, 
which by their conſtant uſe will imprint the things 
themſelves ſo firmly in our Minds, that it will be no 
ealie matter to obliterate or race them out ; but do 
what we can, they will ſtill occur upon all occaſions ; 
which cannor bur be very much for our Chriftian 


Edification. 


Moreover, That which conducetlto the quick- 
ning our Souls, and raiſing uponr Aﬀections in our 
publick Devorions, muſt needs be acknowledged ro 
conduce much to our Editication. Bur it is plain, 
That as to ſuch purpoſes: a Ser Form of Prayer is 
an extraordinary help to us; for if I hear another 
Pray,.and know not before hand whar he will ſay, 
T muſt firſt liften tro what he will ſay next; then 
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able to ſound Doctrine, and whether it be proper 
and lawful for me to joyn with himin the Petitions 
be purs up ro God Almighty ; and if I think ir is 
ſo, then I am to doir. Bur before 1 can well do 
thar, he is got to another thing : By which means 
it is very difficult, if nor Morally impoſſible, ro 
joyn With him in every thing ſo regularly as I ought 
to do. Burt by a Set Form of Prayer all this trou- 
ble is prevented ; for having the Form continually 
in my mind, being throughly acquainted with ir, 
fully approving of every thing in it, I have nothing 
elſe to do, whilit the Words are ſounding in mine 
Ears, but ro move my Heart and Aﬀections ſuir- 
able ro them, to'raiſe up my Deſires of thoſe Good 
things which are prayed for, ro fix my Mind wholly 
upon God, whilit I am praiſing of him, and ſo to 
employ, quicken, and lifr up my whole Soul in 
performing my Devotions to him. No Man that 
hath deen accuſtomed to a Ser Form for any con- 
fiderable rime, bur may eaſily find this ro be true 
by his own experience: And by conſequence, Thar 
this way of Praying isa greater help to us, than they 
can imagine that never made tryal of ir, 


To this may be alſo added, That if. we hear an- 
other praying a Prayer of his own private Compo- 
fition or voluntary Effufion, our Minds are wholly 
bound up and confined to his Words and Exprefſi- 
ons, and to his Requeſts and Petitions, be they 
what they will ; ſo thatat the beſt we can bur pray 
his Prayer. Whereas when we pray by a Form 
preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Prayers of 
the whole Church welive in, which are common to 
the Miniſter and People, ro our ſelves, and to all 
the Members of rhe ſame Church : So thar we have 
all the devour and pious Souls that are in ir, con- 

curring 
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curring and joyning with us in them : Which can- 
nor ſurely bur be more effectual for the Edifying 
not only of our ſelves in particular, bur of the 
Church in general, than any private Prayer can be. 


Laſtly, In order ro our being edified by our pub- 
lick Devorions, as it 'is neceflary that we know 
before hand what we are to pray for, ſo it is ne- 
ceflary that we afterwards know what we have 
prayed for, when we have done : For I ſuppoſe you 
will all grant, that all the good and benetit we can 
receive from our Prayers, is ro be ultimarely re- 
ſolved into God's gracious Hearing, and anſwering 
of them: Without which they will all come to 
nothing. Bur there are two things required ro the 
obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers: Firſt, Thar 
we ſincerely and earneftly deſire good things at the 
Hands of God, to which, as I have ſhewn, a Ser 
Form of Prayer conduceth very much: And then 
Secondly, Ir is required alſo, that we truſt and de- 
pend npon God for his granting of them, according 
to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. And I verily believe, that one 
great Reaſon why Men pray ſo often ro no purpoſe, 
15, becauſe they do nor rake this courſe : Bur when 
they have done their Prayers, they have done with 
them, and concern themſelves no more about them, 
than as if they had never prayed art all. But how 
can we expect that God ſhould anſwer our Prayers, 
when we our ſelves do not mind whether be an- 
lwers them or no? Nor believe and rruſt upon him 
for it > For certainly truſting on God,” as it is one 
of the higheſt Acts of Religion that we can per- 
form, ſo it is that which gives Life and Vigour, 
Vertue and Efficacy to our. Prayers, withour which 
we haye no ground at all to expect they ſhould be 
anſwered, 
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anſwered. For God having promiſed to anſwer 
our Prayers, except we truft on him for his perfor-' 
mance of fuch Promiſes, we loſe 'the Benefit of 
rhem, and by conſequence our Prayers rao. And 
therefore, as ever we defire that he ſhould grant us 
what we pray for, when we have directed eur 
Prayers to him, we muſt ſtill look up, Pal. 5. 3. ex 
pecting and hoping. for the return of them, 


Now as this is a thing of greater confequence; 
ſo a Ser Form of Prayer 1s a greater help to us ir 
ir, than it 1s commonly thoughr to be. For it we 
hear another utrer a Prayer ex tempore, which he 
never ſaid, nor we heard before, nor ever ſhall do 
it again, 1t 15 much it he himſelf can remember the 
tenth part of what he ſaid : How much leſs can we 
that heard him, do it? And if we cannot poflibly 
remember what we prayed for, How is it poſſible 
for us ro expect it at the Hands of God 2 or to de+« 
pend upon him for tt ? Burt now- it is quite other- - 
wile when we ule a Set Form of Prayer: For by 
this means, when we have prayed, we can recol- : 
lect our ſelves, look over our Prayers again, cither 
in a Book, or in our Minds, where they are im- 
printed 3 we can conſider diftindtly what we have 
asked at the Hands of .God, and ſo act our Faich 
and Contidence on him, tor the granting every Pe- 
rition we-have put up unto him,. according .to the 
Promiſes which he hath made us to that purpole. 
And as this 1s the ſureft way whereby to obtain 
what we pray for, it muſt needs be the molt Edify- 
ing way of Praying that we can potlibly uſc, - 


Theſe rbings being duly weighed , I ſhall now 
rake ir for granted, Thar the ulting a Form in ge- 
neral in the. publick Worſhip of God, is agreeavle 
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18 The Excellency aud Oſefulneſs 
to this Apoſtolical Rule, Let all things be ' done to 
Edifying ; and fo ſhall proceed to ſhew, Thar that 
Form 1n particular, which our Church hath ap- 
mga to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſo roo. 
or which end it is not neceſſary that I ſhould run 
through every particular Word, Phraſe, or Expreſ- ' 
ſion in the Common-Prayer, much leſs- thar I ſhould 
vindicate and defend it from every little Exception, 
that Ignorance and Malice may make againſt ſome- 
thing in it. For nothing ever yet was, or can be 
faid, or written, but ſomething or other may be 
faid or written againſt ir, either well or ill. Bur 
my Buſineſs mu{t be to prove, That the Form of 
Divine Service contained in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, which is now uſed in the Church of England, ' 
conduceth ſo much to rhe Edifying thoſe thar uſe: ir, 
that iragrees exactly ro the Rule which the Apoſtle 
here preſcribes in that caſe. And this I ſhall de- 
monſtrate from four Heads. 1. From the Language. 
2. From the Matter, or Subſtance of it, 3. From 
the Method. And, 4. From the Manner of Perform« 
2g it, For if it be Edifying in all theſe Reſpects, ir 
muſt needs be acknowledged to be fo in the whole, : 
There being nothing in it bur whar may be redu- 2: 
ced ro ſome of theſe Heads. 


Firſt, Therefore as to the Language, you all know 
that the whole Service is performed in Engliſh, the 
Vulgar and the common Language of the Nation, 7 
which every one underſtands, and fo may be Edi- 
fied by it. And this, indeed, is the Ground and 
Foundation of all the Benear that we can poſſibly % 
receive from our pnblick Prayers. And therefore ? 
in the Church of Rowe, the common People are * 


made uncapable of being Ediied by the Prayers of 1 | 


the Church, 1n that they are all made in Latin, a | 
__ Language 
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Language which they do not nnderftand. So that h 
when they meet to worſhip God, there are ſeldom 


T any in the Congregation that knows what is ſaid 


rhere except the Prieſt that reads it, and often- 
rimes not he neither. By which means they have 
no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Common= © 
Prayer, Neither is it poſſible for the common Peo- 
ple to be ever Edified by what is there ſaid, or done, 
except they could be once' convinced by it 'of rhe 
horrible abuſe which their Church purs upon them, 
in commanding all her publick Deyotions to be per- 
formed in an unknown Tongue, dire&tly contrary, 
not only to the Rule in my Text, bur ro the Deſign 
of this whole Chapter, 


But bleſſed be God for ir, it is not ſo with us. 
For ours is. truly Common-Prayer, for it is written 
and read 1n that Language which is common to all 
the Congregations in the Kingdom, and to every 
Perſon in each Congregation. So thar all the Peo- 
ple of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Condition 
they are of, may joyn together in the ule of every 
thing thar 1s In it, and fo be joyntly Edified by it: 
Eſpecially, conſidering that it is nor only all in En- 
gliſth, bur in common and plain Engliſh, tuch as we 
uſe in our common Diſcourſe with one another. 
There are no unuſual or obſolete Words, no hard 
or uncourh Phraſes in ir, bur every thing is expreſſed 
as clearly and plainly as Words can do ir. So that 
the meaneſt Perſon in the Congregation, that under- 
ſtands but his Mothers Tongue, inay be Edited by 
it, as well as the greatelt Scholar- 


But that which is chiefly to be conſidered in the 
Language of the Common Prayer, 1s, that it 1s not - 


only common but proper 2099, Though the Words 
DMs = there = 
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there uſed be all bur common Words, yer they are 
ſo uſed, that they properly expreſs the things thar are 
deſigned by chem. This, 1 confeſs, may ſeem to 
be no great matter ar firſt ſight, /yer it is that, with- 
out which we might be ſubverred, by that which 
was intended for our Edification, For impropriety 
of Speech in Matters of Religion, hath given occa- 
fon to all, or moſt of rhe Schiſms, Errors and He- 
relies, that ever infeſted this, or any other Church, 
as might eaſily be demonſtrated, Hence the Apo- 
ſtle gave Timothy, 4 Form of ſound Words, and 
charged him ro hold it faſt: Hold faſt ( ſaith he) the 
Form of ſound Words which thu haſt heard of me, 
2 Tim. 1.13. As knowing, that exce 


rt the Words, 
whereby he uſually expretſed Divine Truths, were 


ſound and proper, it would be impoſſible for his 
Notions and Opinions of the Things themſelves to 
be ſo. And certainly, if ever there was, A Form of 
found Words, compoſed by Men ſince the Apoſtles 
times, our Common=Prayer may july deſerve thar 
Title ; it being all made vp of ſuch tir and proper, 
{uch ſound and wholeſom Words. thar if we do bur 
hold faſt ro them, there is no fear of our talling, 
either into Herelie, or Schiſm. For they, being 
duly confidered, will fupget ro our Minds, right, 


and true Apprehenſions of ll the Articles of our © 


Chriſtian Religion ; and fo not only make us found, 
ut build us up ſtrong and firm in our mott Holy 
Faith : So that conſidering the plainneſs and per- 
{picuity, the loundnels and propriety of Speech 
which is uled in it, the Icafſt thar can be ſaid of the 
Emmons» Prayer, 1s, , that all things in it are fo 


worded, 2s is moſt for the Edifying of all thoſe thar 
BC It, 


And 


And as the Words in the Common-Prayer are all 

as Edifying as Words can be, fo, in the ſecond place, 
is the Matter expreſſed by thoſe Words For there 
is nothing in it, bur whar is neceſſary for our Edi- 
fcarion, and all things that are, or can be for our 
Edificarion, are plainly in it. Firſt, I ſay there is 
nothing in our Liturgy bur whar is, neceſſary for 
our Edification. There are no {uch Fables in ir, or 
Endleſs Genealrgies, Which ( as the Apoſtle faith ) 
Miniſter Queſtions, rather than Godly Edijyins, which 
Fs #n Faith, 1 Tim. 1.4. There are none of thole * 
vain Diſputaions, and impertinent Controverſies, 
which have of late been raiſed of the Church, to 
its great diſturbance, rather than irs Edification. 
There are no new Opinions, no airy Specularions 
in it, which ſerve ony to tickle Mens Ears, and 
pleaſe rheir Fancies, and ſo divert their Thoughts 
from what they are about, Look ir all over .with- 
out Prejudice and Parrtiality, conſider ſeriouſly ever 
thing thar is in it, and you will find nothing aſſerted, 
bur, what is conſonant ro God's Word, nothing 
prayed for, bur according: to his Promiſe, nothing 
required as a Duty, but what 1s agreeable ro his 
Commands, nothing {aid or done, but whar is grave 
an ſober, ſolemn and ſab{tantial; nothing bur whar 
becomes the Worſhip of our Great and Almighty 
Creator, And therefore, nothing but what we may 
ſome way or other be Editied by, 


And as there is nothing in ir, but what is Edify- 
ing, ſo all things that are, or can be Edilying, are 
in it, For nothing can be neceſſary :to Edifie, and 
make us ſolid and perfect Chriſtians elſe, bur whar 
is neceſlary either to be believed, or done, Os obtained 
by us. But there 1s nothing neceſfary to be known, © 
or believed, bur we are taught ir; nothing neceſſary 
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22 The Excellency and Offulneſs 
to be done, bit we are enjoyned in it ; nothing ne- 


ceſlary ro be obtazned, bur we pray for it in our pu- 
blick Form of Divine Service. 


For firft, As to thofe things which are neceſſary 
to be known, or believed, it is acknowledged by all 
Proteſtants, that they are fully contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, which make a great, 1f not the 
greateſt part of our Divine Service; and are con- 
ftantly read over, the P/alms once every Month, 
the Old Teſtament once, and the New thrice every 
Year,” And all the Fundamental Articles of our 
Chriſtian. Faith, revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
being briefly ſummed up in the ApoRles Creed ; that 
we may be ſnre ro keep them always in our Minds, 
we have that Creed read, and repeated always 
once, and moſt commonly twice every day in the 
Year. And ſeeing the God-head of our Bleſſed Sa. 
viour, the Foundation of our whole Religion, hath 
been, and till is denied by ſome, leſt we ſhould be 
led away with the Error of the Wicked, every Sun- 
day, and Holy-day, | we read the Nicene Creed, 
wherein the God-head beth of the Son and Holy 
Ghoft is aiterted and explained. And that we may 
not entertain any Erroneous Opinions concerning 


the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Incarnation of the * 


Son of God, but the True Cacholick Fairh whole, 
and undefiled, upon certain days every Year, we 
read that which is commonly called, The Creed of 
St. Athanaſius, wherein thoſe greac Myſteries are 
unfojded, in the moſt proper and perſpicuous terms 
that they are capable of, 


And as all things neceſſary to be believed, are 
ſummarily contained in the Three Creeds, {o they 


_ are frequently explained in 3he other parts of our 


Liturgy ; 


" of the Common-Prayer. 23 


Liturgy; In ſo muck, thar ir would' be eafie ro 
frame a compleat Body of Divinity out of the 
Words there uſed : Ar. leaſt of all fuch things as 
arc needful for any Man in the World to belieye or 
know, in order to his Eternal Salvation. | 


The ſame may be {aid alſo of all thoſe things, 
which we ought to do: For, as we here do what- 
ſoever 15 neceſſary to be done, in order to our Wor. 
ſhip of God in this place, ſo we are here raughr 
whatſoever is neceſſary ro be learnt, in order to 
our ſerving God in all other places, So that no 
Man thar frequents bur publick Congregations , 
where the Common-Prayer, 1s uſed, can eyer plead 
Ignorance of any one Duty whatſoever : For if it be 
not his own faulr, he may there be inſtructed in 
every thing which he that made him requires of 
him. For here, as I oblerve before, we conttantly 
read the Holy Scripture, which, as rhe Apoſtle ſaith, 
Is profitable for Dorine, for Reproof, for CorreQion, for 
Inſtrution in Righteouſneſs, that the Men of God may 
be perfeF, throughly inſtrufted unto all good Works , 
2 Tim. 3.16, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the 
moſt high God ro compriſe his whole Will, and by 
conſequence our Daty, in the Tex Commandements, 
hence we read them conſtantly every Sunday and 
Holy-day throughour the whole Year: By which 
means every one, that dorh nor wilfully ſhut his 
Eyes, may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand, his 
whole Dury both to God and Man. Eſpecially confi- 
dering, that in Prayers themſelves allo there is fre- 
quent mention made of all rhoſe Vices which oughr 
10 be avoided, .and of all thoke Good Works which 
ought robe performed by us, So-that we can never 
come to Church, bur we are {till pur in mad, both 
of what we ought, ang what we ought net to do, that 
we may be ſaved, And 
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The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 

And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be 
known, or done, but we are taught it; fo neither is 
there any thing neceſſary to be obrained, to make us 
either Holy, or Happy, but we Pray for it in the 
Common-Praayer. For here we have the Lord's Prayer, 
a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it elf ; and rhere- 
fore it muſt needs be the moſt perfect and Divine 
Prayer that ever was made. Neither do we uſe ir 
only once, bur in every diftin&t Service of the 
Church, in our Prayers before we read the Holy 
Scriprure, and in our Prayers after; rowards the 
end of the Lirany, and in the beginning of the Com. 
munion Service, and in every Office of the Churck 
beſides. And the reaſon is, becauſe although our Sa- 
viour hath not forbidden ns to we any other Prayer, 
yer he. hath expreſly commanded us to ſay rhis, 
whenſoever we pray. And therefore,in obedience to 


his Command, our Church hath wiſely ordered, thar 


in all, and every Solemn Addreſs that we make ro 
the molt high God, we always fay this Prayer, leſt 
otherwiſe, by our Trangrefiion of his Command, in 
omitting this, we make all our other Prayers to be 
ineFectual. And befdes, by the conſtant ule of this 
amongſt our other Prayers, we are always fure+ ro 
ule one Prayer, both abſolutely perfect in it (elf, and 
mot acceptable unro him, ro whom we pray; it 
being a Prayer of his own Compoſure : So that'we 
{peak unto God in his own Words, and ſo may be 
conkdent that we ask nothing of him, but exactly 
according ro his own W1ll, 


And rhough all things neceſſary for us, be yerty- 
ally conrained in the Lord's Prayer, yer our Church, 
in Conformity to the Carholick and Apoſtolical,bath 
thought good ro add ſome other Prayers, in which the 


{ame things are more particularly expreſſed and de- 
fired, 


of the Common-Prayer. 2x 


defired, at the Hands of our Great and moſt Bounti- 
ful BenefaCtor. All which are ſo contrived, that there 
is nothing Evil, or Hurtful for us, bur we pray 
againſt ir ; nothing Good, or Uſeful, bur we pray 
for it. There is no Vice, or Luft, but we Jefire it 
may be ſubdued under us; NoGrace of Virtue, bur 
we pray it may be planted and grow in ns. Info» 
much, that if we do bur conſtantly and ſincerely 
3 pray over all thole Prayers, and ſtedfaſily believe 
3 and truſt in God for his anlwering of them, and ſo 
3 obtain whar we there pray for,we cannot bur be as 
= realand true Saints,as happy and bleſſed Creatures, 
Z asit is poſlible for us to be in this World. Neither 
; do we here pray for our ſelves only, bur according 

ro the Apoſtles Advice, we make Stpplicatisns, 

Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for al! Men z 

yea, for our very Enemies, as our Saviour hath com= 

manded us, Mat. 5. 44. And what can be defired 

more than all this, ro make the Matter of the Coy 

mon-Prayer Edifying either to our ſelves or others ? 


Nothing certainly,but Truth and Sincerity of Heair 
in the uling of it. 


I cannos paſs from this Head, before I have ob- 
= ſerved ,one thing. more unto you, concerning 'the 
3 Prayers in/general, and that is, That they are nor 
carried on in one continued Diſcourſe, bur divided 
into many ſhort Prayers, or Collects, ſuch as that is 
which our Lord himſelf compoſed; , and that might 
be one: Reaſon; wherefore our Church ſo ordered: x, 
thar lo ſhe might follow aur Lord's Example in 1, 
who beſt knew what kind of Prayers were titteſt ior 
us torule it. And indeed, we cannor but all fi1d, i y 
our own experierice, how difficult it 1s ro keep our 
Mings long intene upon any thing; much more upon 
ſo great things, as the VONe and Subject of ouc 


26 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


Prayers are; but do what we can, we are ftill liable 
ro Diſtractions: So that there is a kind of neceſlity 
ro break off fometimes, ro give our ſelves a breathing 
time, that our Thoughts being looſned for a while, 
they may with more caſe, and leſs danger of Diſtra- 
Ction, be tied up again, as it is neceflary they ſhould 
be, all the while that we are aCtually Praying tothe 
Supream Being of the World, 


- Beſides that, in order to the performing our Devo- 
tions aright tothe moſt High God, it is neceſſary that 
our Souls be poſſefled all along with due Appre- 
henfions of his Greatneſs and Glory. To which pur- 
poſe our ſhort Prayers contribute very much : For 
every one of them beginning with ſome of the Pro- 
perties or Perfections of God, and (o ſuggeſting 10 
our Minds right Apprehenſions of- him ar firſt, i is 
eafie to preferyethem in our Minds during the ſpace 
of a ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would be 
apt to ſcatter and vaniſh away. 


Bur that whichT look upon as one of the Principal 
Reaſons, why our publick Devotions are, and ſhould 
be divided into ſhort Collects, is this, Oar Bleſſed Sa- 
Viour, we know, hath ofcen told us, Thatwhatſoever 
we ask in his Name, we ſhall receive: And fo hath 
directed us in all our Prayers to make uſe of his 
Name , and to ask nothing but upon the account of 
his Merit and Mediation for us ; upon which; all our 
Hopes and Expectations from God do wholly and 
ſolely depend. Hence therefore, (as it always was, 
lo) it cannot but be judged neceſlary, that the Name 
of Chritt be frequently inferred in our Prayers,thar (o 
we may lift up our Hearts unto Him, and Act our 
Faith upon him tor our obraining the good things we 


> pray for. And lo welee it isin the Commen=Prayer, tor 
"0 What- 
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whatſoever it is we ask of God, we preſently add, 
Through Feſus Chrift our Lord, or fomething to thar 

rpoſe. And fo ask nothing bur according to our 
Lord's Direction, even in his Name. And this is the 
reaſon that makes our Prayers fo ſhort; for rake a- 
way the Conclufion of every Collect or Prayer, In 
the Name of Chriſt, and you may joyn them all roge- 
ther, and\make them bur as one Continued Prayer, 
Bur this would be to offer manifeſt Violence to the 
Prayers, by taking away that which gives them all 
their Force and Energy, and ſo making them inef= 
fectual to the purpoſes for which they are uſed. For 
certainly theasKking all things in the Name of Chriſt, 
as wedo in theCommon-Prayer,is the only way where- 
by to obtain what we deſire, and by conſequence, the 
moſt Edifyine Way of Praying in the World, 


The next thing to be conſidered in the Common- 
Prayer,'1s the Method, which is admirable, and as 
Edifying, if pofſible, as the Matter ir ſelf, This none 
can deny, that doth but fully nnderftand, and feri- 
ouſly conſider of ir, Which therefore, that you may 
all do, I ſhall briefly run through rhe whole, and give 
you what Light Ican into tt,that you may clearly fee 
not only the Reaſonableneſs, bur the Excellency of 
it all along. For which purpoſe, I ſhall Inftance only 
in ſuch things which offer' rhemiſelves ar firſt (ighr, 
ro any one that doth bur caſt his Eye upen ir. 


Lerus therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober 
and deyout Chriſtians {ſuch as we all ſhould be) mer 
together to perform their publick Devortons to Al- 
mighry God ;-'every one of which hath lifr up his, 
Heart privately unto him already,imploring his Aid 
and Afliftance in the Performance of ſo greara Work, 
and ſo are now all ready to fet about ir, The firlt 
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thing we do, is to read ſome Sentences of the Holy 
Scripture, rhat ſo me may beginour Devotions unto 
Gad in his own Words. And they are all ſuch Sex- 
zencesas pur us in mind of our Sins againſt him,and of 
his Promiſe to pardon them if we do repent: That fo 
_xve may preſent and carry our ſelves with that Reve- 
rence and Godly Fear before him, as becometh thoſe 
who are ſenſible of their own Vilenef$ and Unwor- 
thineſs to approach (o Great a Majeſty : And like- 
wile, with that Faith and-humble Confidence, which 
becomerh thoſe who believe, that he, upon onr Re- 
pentance, will pardon our Sins, and accept both our 
Perſons and Performances, according to the Promi- 
ſecs which he hath made unto us, 


Then follows a grave Exhortation, concerning 
the End of our preſent Aﬀembling, which is of great 
Uſe,and ought never to be ommirted.For Men gene- 
rally are-apt to ruſh into the Preſence of God, with- 
out ever conſidering what they go abour. Whereas, 
this Exhbortation puts us upon conſidering the great- 
neſs of the Work which we are now ingaged in, and 
ſo upon compoling our Fhonghts, and preparing 
our (elyes for the due performance of it. 


Our Minds being thus brought into a right Frame 
and Temper for,ir, we all,both Miniſter and: People, 
profierate our ſelves before-the moſt High God, Con- 
fe/ſmg upon our Knees, the manifold Sins and Wick- 
ednels that we have commitred againſt him, Which 
Confeſſion is ſo contrived,that all,and eyery Perſon in 
any Congregation whatſoever, may joyn in it.For is 
7105 1n general terms, And yer ſo roo,that every par=- 
ticular Perlon-may.and ought in.his own mind tocons 
f2(s, and acknowledge his own Sins; which he knows 
himiclt ro be guilty of, As where we lay,/}/e have left 

; undone 
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undone thoſe things which ought to have done, and we 
havs done thoſe things which we out9ht- not to have done« 
At the ſaying of this, every one (honld call his own 
Sins to remembrance, and what Vices he knows 
himſelf to have omitted, and whar Vices he knows 
himſelf to have commirred, and confeſs them ac- 
cordingly to God. And when we have thus'confefſed 
our Sins unto God, we preſently implore his Mer- 
cy in the'pardon of them, and his Grace, that for 
the future may forſake them. FS. 


And whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, hnmbly 
confefling and .bewailing our Sins beſore rhe Lord 
_ our God, the Miniſter ftands up,and in the Name of 
God declares and pronounceth to all thoſe who truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his Goſpel, The 4b/c- 
lution: and Remiſſion of all their Sins, Which though 
ſpoken ailo in general -rerms,' yer every particular 
perfpn there preſent, ought ro apply it to himſelf, fo 
as to be fully perlwaded. in his own mind,that if he 
doth bur tincerely repent, and believe the Goſpel, he 
is perfectly abſolved from all his Sins by God him- 
ſelf according to the Promiſes which he hath made 
to Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


And. now looking upon our ſelves as ab/o/ved from - 
our Sins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, 
and by conlequence,as reconciled ro God, we take the 
boldnels ro call him Farther, humbly addrefling our 
ſelves to him in that Divine Form of Prayer which 
he himſelf hath given us. Which done we lift up 
our Hearts and Voices unto God, for his afliſtance of ' 
us in what we do,in the words of David,the Miniſter 
crying out, © Lord open thou our Lips, and the People 
an{wering, And our Mouths ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. 
The Miniſter again, © God _ ſpeed to ſave us, the 
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ahis 1 O Lord make haſte to help us. And then im- 
medi 


ately we alllifr up our Bodies roo, ſtand upon 
our Feer,and ſo put our ſelves into a Poſture of Praiſ- 
ing and Magnifying the Erernal God, Father,Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy to- 
wards us ; for which purpoſe the Miniſter firſt ſaith, 
or (ings the Gloria Patri, Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Gheft ; and the People ro ſhew 
their conſent,anſwer, As it was in the Beginning now, 
and ever fhall be, World without end, Amen. But nor 
thinking this ro be enough, the Miniſter calls upon 
the People again,ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord, and the 
People again,The Lord's Name be praiſed; and then we 
£0 on to praiſe him together, ſaying, or finging the 
Ninety tifth P/a/m, Venite exnltemus Domitto, O come 
let us ſing unto the Lord, let ws heartily rejoyee in the 
firength of owr Salvation, &c, And ſo proceed rothe 
Pſalms appointed for the Day. After every one of 
which, to teſtify our Belief in the moſt Sacred Tri- 
nity ,and our acknowledgment of thar infinite Love: 
and Goodneſs, which every one of thoſe Divine Pers 
ſons hath manifeſted ro ns, we repeat that incom- 
parable Hymn, Glory be tothe Father, &c. 


Our Hearts being thus raiſed uptoGod in praiſing 
and admiring of him, we are now in a fit Temper 
and Difpoſition to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. 
And therefore have a Chaprer read ont of the O!d 
Teſtament ; and that in irs ordinary courſe, except 
upon Sundays and Holy-days, when more people 
attending the publick Worſhip of God, than can con-- 
veniently come upon other days,we read ſome ſelect 
Chaprer proper for the day,and ſuch as is judged moſt 
edifying to all that are there preſent. And havingithus 
heard God {peaking unto us in his Holy Word, we pre- 


; 'M ently fall upon praiſing of him again,for ſo unſpeak- 
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able a Mercy, ſaying, or iinging in the Morning, the 
T? D:-um, one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick 
Hymns that was ever compoſed by Men : Or elfe, 
the Song of the Three Children,which is nothing bur a: 
Paraphraſe upon that which David ſung fo often up- 
on Earth, and which the Holy Angels ſing continu- 
ally in Heaven, even Hallelujah, Praiſe ye the Lerd, 
Wherein we being all ſenſible how far ſhort we our 
ſelves come of praifing God ſufficiently, we call up- 
on all rhe Creatures in the World ro do ir, Bleſs ye 
the Lord, praiſe him and magnifie him for ever, In the ' 
Afrernoon,we fing either the Magnificat, or elſe the 
Ninety eighth P/a/m, both which being taken our 
of God's own Word, cannot but be very pleaſing 
and acceptable unto him, 


Afrer this, our Souls being got upon the Wing 
again, and foaring aloft in the Contemplation of the 
Divine Perfections, we are now rightly qualified to 
hear and receive the Sublime Myfteties of the Go- 
ſpel, And therefore have a CThapret rcad t0 us our of 
the New Teſtament, Afrer which we being revived 
with the good Tidings of the Goſpel, and tilled with 
admiration at the infinite Goodneſs of God therein 
revealed to us, we break forth again into Prailing 
and Adoring of him,in the Song of AXacharras, or elle 
the Hundredth Pſa/m in the Morning ; and ar, Even- 
ing, eicher the Sixty ſeventh Pſalm, or elſe the Song 
of Old Simeon, ftill concluding with Gloria Patri. 


Now having thus heard ſome part of rhe Word of 
God read ro ns,and expreſſed our Thankfulnels unto 
him for ir, to fignifie our Aſſenr,nor only ro what we 
have heard, but to rheghole Scriprure, we all with 
oneHeart and Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed,where, 
in the Sum and Subſtance of it is contained, And fo 
C 4 profeſs 
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profeſs our ſelves ' to continue in the Number of 


Chriſt's Diſciples, and that as we were art firſt Bapti- 
zed, fo we ftill believe in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for evermore, 


Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up withCon- 
fefling our Sins to God, imploring his Mercy in the 
Pardon of them, hearing his moſt Holy Word, ac- 
knowledging his Gocdneſs to us, and praiſing and 
magnitying his Name for it. By which means,exccpr 
we have been cxtreamly wanting to our felyes, our 
Hearts cannot bur be ſo united and fixed upon God, 
that weare now rightly diſpoſed ro make known our 
Wants, and preſent our Petitions before him. This 
therefore is the next thing we ſet upon : Bur ſeeing 
that neither Miriiter nor People can poſlibly do it 
aright, withour the Afiftanceof God himſelf, there- 
fore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial Preſence 
wich the other, The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, 
the other, And with thy Spirit. And then immediately 
falling down upon. 227 Kijices, we Adore and Suppli- 
cate each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to have 
mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon 1s, Chriſt bave 
mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon is, After which we 
Addrels our {elves to God in the Words thar he hath 
put into our Mouths,ſaying the Lord's Prayer ; which 
ended,the Minifter and People,by turns lift up their 
Hearts to God in ſome ſhort and Heavenly Ejacula- 
tions, ſtriving as it were to outvy each other in pre- 
vailing withthe Almighty to pour down his Bleflings 
upon us. And then, in an humble,and ſolemn maner, 
we joyn together in ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty 
for hiszGrace and Favour, his Defence and Protection, 
his Mercy and Blefling, fer our ſelves, for the King, 
for the Royal Family,tor his Church,and for all Man. 
kind, And thus we do ordinarily in the Collects ap 
| pointed- 


Fridays, (upon which days the Primitive Church uſed 
to perform their more than ordinary Devotions) ag 
alſo upon the Lord's Day in the Morning we do it in 


the Litany, and in ſuch a Litany as comprehends all, - 


and every thing that we can ever -need ro defire of 
Almighty God, cither for our (elyes or others; 


After this, vpon Sundays and Holy-days, we pro- 
ceed ro the Communton Service: And therefore, ap- 
proaching to the Lord's Table, we begin it with his 
own Prayer. And aiter another ſhort Prayer to God 
to cleanſe the Thoughts of our Heart by the Inſpi- 
ration of his Holy Spirir, we read the Ten Command- 
ments,which he hath enjoynd us to obſerve ; and af- 
ter every Commandment we ask God Mercy for 
our Tranſgrefſion thereof, for the time paſt, and 
Grace to keep the ſame for the time to come ; fay- 
ing Lord have mercy npon us, and incline our Hearts to 
keep this Law, And then, after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Collect for the d2y,we re2d the Epiſtle and 
G/pe/,thartis,moſt commonly, a ſhort Paragraph taken 
out of the Canonical Epi/les, and another our ef one 
of the Holy Goſpels, which was the ancient way of 
reading the Scripture, before, it was divided into 
Chaprers. And we do it now to prepare us the ber- 
ter for the Cemmunion of the Budy and Blood of 
Chriſt, therein revealed to us. Burt {ecing We neither 
do,nor can read over the whole, we repeat the ſub- 
ſtance of it in the Niceeu Creed,which it is very necel= 
ſary we ſhould do ar this time, that ſo we way de- 
monſtrate our ſclyes to be Chriſtians,and ſo capable 
of receiving the moſt Holy Communion. 


He thar all this while hath employed himſelf as he 
ought ro do in the Service of our CO EIeI 


| pointed'for that purpoſe, But upon Wedneſdays and 
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find himſelf ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, 


that nothing may be wanting that may any way 
conduceto our Edification, after rhe N:cone Creed,our 
Church bath appointed a Sermon to be preached, 
which if ſound, plain,and practical,as it ought to be, 
cannot bur be very Edifying too, 


And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far 
Edified,as to be raiſed up to the higheſt pirch of De- 
votion that we can arrive at in thisWorld,and fo are 
fit ro be admitred to the higheſt Ordinance of the 
Chureh, the Sacrament of rhe Lord's Supper, And 
therefore we now berake our ſelyes to it. Bur that 
we may not appear before our Lord Empry, we firft 
offer up ſomething to him of what he hath beſtowed 
upon us, to be diſpoſed of ro Pious and Charitable 
Utes ; teſtifying thereby our acknowledgment of his 
Goodneſs tous, and that we have nothing bur what 
we receive from him. And to excite and-encourage 
us todo this, all the while that we are offering, we 
have ſome ſelect Senrences of Scriptare read to us, 
wherein God either commands us to be Charitable, 
or elſe promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe thar are ſo. And 
then we pray for Chrifts whole Church Militant bere on 
Earth,whereby we profeſs our ſelves to be real Mem- 
bers of ir, and defirous ro hold Communion with ir 
in Chriſt's Myſtical! Body and Blood. And ſo 'we 
proceed to the Celebration of ir ; in which the Me- 
thod 1s lo clear, {o apparently Edifying, that I need 


not ſay any thing of ir. Bur ſhall only obſerve two 
tings in General concerning ir. 


Firſt, Thar the Sacrament of 'the Lord's Supper, 
being the higheſt Myitery in all our Religion, as Re- 
preſenting the Death of the Son of God to us, hence, 
that place where this Sacramenr is Adminiltred,was 
always 
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always made and reputed the higheſt place in the 
Church. And therefore alſo, it was wont to be ſepa- 
rated from the reſt of the Church by a Skreen of 
Net-work, in Latin Cancel, and that ſo generally, 
rhat from thence the place it ſelf 1s called the Chance!. 
That this was anciently obſerved in the Building of 
all conſiderable Churches ( for f ſpeak not of private 
Oratories or Ehappels) within few Centuries after 
the Apoftles themlelves, even in the days of Conſtan- 
tine the Great, as well as in all Apes ſince, I could 
eafily demonſtrarefrom the Records of thoſe Times, 
Burt having purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, 1 
am loath to rrouble you with ir now. But I mention 
ir at preſent, only becauſe ſome perhaps may wonder 
why this ſhould be obſerved in our Charch, rather 
than in all the other Churches which have been lately 
builr in this Ciry. Whereas they ſhould rather won» 
der, why it was not obſerved in all other as well as 
this, For beſides, our Obligarions ro conform asmuch 
as may be to the Practice of the Univerſal Churctz; 
and to avoid Novelty and Singularity in all things 
relating to the Worſhip of God; ir cannot be eafily 
imagin'd, that the Catholick Church in all Ages and: 
places for 13 or 1460 Years together, ſhould obſerve 
ſuch a -Caftom as this, excepr there were great Re- 
lons for it. 


Whar they were, it is not neceflary for us to en- 
quire now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve ar preſent, 
that the Chance! in our Chriftian Churches, was al- 
ways looked upon as anſwerable ro the Holy of 
Holies in the Temple, which, you know, was {epa- 
rated from the Sanctuary or Body of the Temple, 
by the Command of God himſelf. And rhat this place 
being appropriated to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, it ought to be contrived, as may be moſt _ 
conve nien of f | 
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convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that 
Bleſſed Ordinance, Burt it muſt needs be more con- 
venienr for thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with 
Chriſt,and in him with one another,in this Holy Sa- 
crament,to meet cogerther, as one Body, in one place 
{eparared for that purpoſe, then to be diſperſed, as 
otherwiſe they would be, ſome in one and ſome in 
another part of the Church. Or inſhort, It is much 
berter for the Place to be ſeperate, than the People. 


Furthermore, It is not only convenient, but in ſome 
tenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve 
and take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances 
which our Lord hath ordained tobe nſed in this Sa- 
cramentr, as the Breaking of the Bread, and the Con-. 
ſecrating both thar and the Wine, to repreſent his 
Death, the breaking of his Body, and the ſhedding of 
bis:Blood for cur Sins ; that ſo our Hearts may be. 
the more affected with ir, and by conſequence our 
Souls. more editied by ir, But this cannot be ſo well 
done, except there be a'place ſer apart for it, where 


' they may all be placed, about or-near the Commu- 


nion- Table, and fo behold whart is there done atrhe 
Conſecration of the Elements. Herce allo ir is, that 
the Sears there, areand ought ro be ſo ordered,thas 
all that are in them may itil! look that way, and 
contemplate upon their Bleſſed Saviour, there evi- 
deatly fer forth as Cracifed for them. 


The other thing that I would obſerve unto you 
concerning the Holy Communion, is this, that our 
Church requireth, or at leaſt luppoſerh it ro be 
Adminiftred every Lord's-day, andevery Holy-day 
throughout the Year, as; it was in the. Primitive 
Church, For that is the Reaſon that the Communion 
LVICe 15 appointee ig be uſed upon all ſuch ons, 
atic 
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and to be read at the Communion-Table,thar ſo rhe 
Miniſter may be there ready ro Adminiſter it unto ' 
allrhar defire ro partake of ir, Which ſhews the great 
Care thar our Churct'hath ef all her Members, that 
they might be edified and confirmed in the Faith ; ro 
which nothing contributes more, than frequent Com- 
munion at our Lord's Table, Which if People could 
once be perſwaded to, they would ſoon find grea- 
ter Benefir by ir than I can exprefs, or they them- 
ſelves; ' till then, imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it 
at preſenr, but only' this, That I am ſo ſenſible of 
what I now. fay, That could I be ure to have a uf. 
ficient number of Communicants)I ſhould be heartily 
glad ro Adminſter the Holy Sacrament every Lord's 
Day, both for their fakes, and 'my own too. 


ThusT have given you a ſhort Scheme of that Ex- 
cellenr-Merhod wherein 'our Divine Servicc is per- 
formed ; Which whoſoever rightly conſiders, will 
need no orher Argument to convince him, that it is 
according'to the ApoſtlesRule very Edifying indeed. 
The laſt thing to be confidered in it,is the Manner of 
its: Performance z+by-which -I mean only' the ſeveral 
Poſtures of rhe Body,as ftanding and kneeling, which 
are ufed=n rt; ferthey ztlo:are done ro Editying, 


> White we ſay” or fing the Hymns and” Pfalms to 
the Praiſe and Glory of Goa,weltand up, not only ro 
ſignific, bur to excite the Elzvation of our Minds at 
that time. For as on the ane Hand, it eur Souls be 
really. 1ift up*in the Praiſes of God; our Bodies will 
naturally-litt up themſclves, to accompany them as 
far as They whey rowards:Heaven 3 fo onthe other 
Hand;the raifingaup' of our Bodies helps rowards the 
raiſing-up of our Souls'too, by putting us in Mind of 
that High and Heavenly Work'we ate now _ s 
| Whercin 
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wherein, according to our weak Capacities, we joyn 
with the Choire of Heaven in praiſing God now, as 
we hope to do ir for evermore; For this cable alſo 
we ſtand at the Creeds,for they being Confeflions of 
our Faith in God,as ſuch,they come under the proper 
Notions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe ro him. All 
our praiſing God being really nothing elſe bur our 
confefling and acknowledging him.to be whathe is 
in himſelf and-to us. And beſides thar, by our ſtand- 
ing at the Creeds and Goſpels, we fignifie our aſſent 
unto them, and our readineſs to.defend them, ro the 
utmoſt of, our Power, againſt all Oppoſition what- 
ſoever. And as for the Goſpels parricularly,they con- 
tain the very Acts which our Lord did,and the very 
Words which he ſpake when he was upon the Earth; 
and therefore we who profeſs him to be our Lord 
and Maſter,cannot ſurely bur ſtand up, when we hear 
him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently- to thoſe gracious 
Words which proceed our of his Divine Mouth, 


And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelyes 
as high as we can rowards Heaven,ſo when we pray 
unto him, we fall down as low as we can towards the 
Earth, not daring to preſent our Supplications-to the 
abſolure Monarch of the whole World, any other 
ways than upon our Knees. Whichis fo proper, ſo 
natural a Poſture for Supplicants, thar if all Men 
would bur duly confider what they do when rhey 
pray to Almighty God, the Church need never hays 
commanded them to kneel at that ttme, For they 
could not chooſe bur do ir': No, not although the 
Place where they are ſhould ſeen never ſo inconve- 
nient for it. For we findour Bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
kneeling at his Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare 
Ground, Luke 22.4 1, and St. Paul upon the Sea-ſhore, 


Or 
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or Sand, ARs 21.5. Howſoever, to rake off all thoſe 
little Excuſes that Men are apt to make for them- 
ſelyes in this Caſe, the Seats in this Church are fo 
diſpoſed,and all things ſo prepar'd in them,rthar there 
can be no Inconvenience at all in ir, bur rather all the 
Conveniences for Kneeling that can be deſired. And 
therefore if any one of you ſhall neglect to kneel, 
while the Prayers are read, they will pive us roo 
. much cauſe to call our Religion into Queſtion, or 
ro ſuſpect they have none at all.For if they had, they 
durſt not, they conld nor offer ſuch a manifeſt Aﬀronr 
tothe great Creator of the World, as to carry them- 
ſelves no otherwiſe while they pray to him, than as 
1f they were converfing with their fellow Creatures, 
Burt why do I ſpeak of their praying unto God ; Ir 
1s roo Much robe feared they do not pray at all, 
nor come to-Church for any better purpoſe, than 
only to ſee and be ſeen, I am ſure they perform no 
ACt of External Worſhipof Adoration unto God,nor 
fiew him thar Reſpect and Reverence which is due 
unto kim; and fo give very great Offence to all pi- 
ous and deyour Chriſtians. 


Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congre- 
gation, would atways be upon their Knees, while 
they pur up their Petitions ro the moſt high God, 
what a mighty Advantage would this be, not only ro 
eyery one 1n particular,bur to the whole Congregati- 
on in general ? For as every one would by this means 
keep his Heart more ftedfaſt in the true Fear and 
Dread of God, and likewiſe more certainly obrain 
the good things he prays for,as the Fathers frequent- 
ly aflert ; fo the whole Congregation allo, would be 
very much edified by ir.For by this means we ſhould 
excite and inflame each othersDevotions,coniirm and 
{trengrhen one anorhers Faith,and convince borh our 


\ 


ſelves, an 
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ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a 
ſerious thing ; and that we believe it to be fo, by our 
ſerving,God with ſo much Reverence andGodlyFear. 
as this bumble Poſture repreſenteth. And therefore 
as you tender the Love of God, rhe Credit of Religi- 
on, or the Salvation of your own Souls, I beſeech 
you all in the Name of him that made you, thar 
whenſocver you come hither to pray unto him, you 
do it in that awſul, lowly, and ſolemn manner,which 
our Church commandeth, and as becomerth Crea- 
rures, when you ſpeak ro your Great and Almighty 
Creator ; that ſo you may give true Worſhip and 
Honour unto him, and alſo receive that Benefit and 
Edification to your ſelves, which ke hath promiſed, 
and you expect from your publick Prayers, This 
being certainly the moſt Edifying Poiture that you 
can poffibly uſe upon ſuch Occaſlions. 


From: what hath been hitherrodiſcourſed concern- 
ing the Language, the Matter, the Method, and the 
' Manner of performing Divine Service, as contained 
and preſcribed in theBook of Common-Prayer,we may 
poſitively conclude, rhat it agrees exactly with the 
Rule im my Texr, even that All things in it are done 
to Ediſying : Which was the Thing I undertook to 
prove, | know that many other Arguments might 
be brought to ſhew the Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
of the Common-Prayer ; but theſe already produced, 
are ſufficient to convince any Sober and conſidering 
Chriſtian of ir. And it there be any here preſent, 
who are nor yet convinced by what they have heard 
of ir, 1 deſire only one thing of them, and. thar 1s, 
That they would but make Trial of ir for a while, 
For my Charity prompts me to believe, that all the 
2:22] thar {ome exprelis againſt rhe Common-Prayer, 
Send all that Indifterency that is in others for it, pro- 
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ceeds only from their Ignorance of whar it is, or at 
leaſt from'their want of an experimental Knowledge 
of ir. Forler any Man thar ſeriouſly mindsthe Wor- 
ſhip of God, and the Salvation of his Soul, before all 
things elſe, ter ſuch a one, I ſay, ſer himſelf in good 
earneſt ro uſe the Common-Prayer, as he ought to do, 
for ſome confiderable time, and I do nor doubt bur 
that by the Bleffing of God, he will find thar Benefir 
and Edification by ir, that his own Experience ſhall 
convince! him-ef all that I hayertow ſaid, more than' 
all rhe Arguments rhart F have, or -any- Man'in the 
World can ever produce to him. Some perhaps may 
think. this ro be. a Paradox ; but I do not queſtion 
but-that many here prefent can arteft it upon their 
- own Knowledge; having found themſelves more 
confirmed-in their Faith; more ſerled-in their Reli- 
' gion,” more humbled for-their Sins;: more ſnpported 
under theiv Troubles, more iriflamed with:Love to 
God and Defires of Heaven,every way more Edified 
by the conſtant uſe of the Common+ Prayer, than they 
could ever have believed it pofiible ro haye been, 
except they had found it ro have been ſo by their 
own Experience, y 


\- Now theſe things being thus briefly conſidered, [ 
ſhall oblerve only two things from them, T hevrit 
is the extraordinary Prudence as wellas Piery of our 
firſt -Reformers, -who firſt compiled the Book of 
Common-Prayer, ſo exactly conformable ro the Word 
of. God, and: the Apoltolical Canon in my Texr ;. 
which I cannot bur a(cribeito rhe ſame extraordimary 
aid and atliftance, from God, whereby they- were: 
afcerward.ingbled co fafterPerſecurion, yea Martyr»: 
dom it; ſelf for his ſake; and foro confirm what:they 
have done, with-rheix own Blood, Which cerrainiy 
is,no {mall Commendation of ir. A ” 
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The other thing I would obſerve unto you, is the 
reaſon why the Devil hath bad-ſuch a ſpight againſt 
the Common-Prayer,ever fince it was firſt made, For 
the more Edifying it is ro God's People,the more De- 
fiructive it muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdom. 
And therefore-it is no wonder that he hath all along 
employed the utmoſt of his power and policy ro blatt 
its Reputation, . and {© rb diſcourage and difſwade 
Men from the ſe of it. And by rhe.Permiſſion of 
God for the Puniſhment of -rhis ungreaceful Narion: 
he hath ſo far prevailed in his Defign,thartheLirwp, 
harh been twice caſt-out of the Church ſince it wa, 
firſt broughc aro ir,once in the Reign,of Queen Mary 
and then again in the Days of King Charles the Firſt? 


In the Reign of: Queen Mary, you all know, who 
were her Inftruments in rhe doing of ir,even the Pa- 
its. For they clearly and truly foreſaw rhar their 
eſto Opinions could never be believed, nor 
Superſtirious . Practices obſerved in rhe Nation, fo 
long as the Common- Prayer was uſed. For as much as 
rhere is nothing in that bur whar is ſound and agree- 
able to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and fotontrary 
to the groundleſs Opinons which the Church of 
Rome would obtrude upon the World for Articles of 
Fairh, And beſides rhat, thereare many Þxprefſions 
purpoſely inſerted init, to arm us againſt the Pope's 
Snpremacy, Indulgences, Invocation of Sainrs, Fran- 
ſubitantiarion, and other Popiſh Errors ; ſo thar-ir 
would have been impoſlible for the Romifh'Reli- 
gion to be ever reſtored in the Nation, unlefsrhe 
Compmon- Prayer was firſt removed, © Which therefore 
they took care to have done as ſoon-as poſlivle, Bur: 
within 'a few Years afrer, even the firſt of Queen 
E'ixabeth;ie was brobght in again, And as the Refor- 
.. mation was begun before, {0 from that time forward 
" it 
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it was carried on and perfected chiefly by the means 
of Common-Prayer, For it is very obſervable, thar 
in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and for ſeve. 
ral Years too of Queen Elizabeth, there was little or 
no Preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom,and few 


rhen could read Engliſh, and yet by the conſtantand_ 


general uſe of the Liturgy,.and God's Blefling upon 
ir, the whole Nation was fo edified in the True 


Religion, that rhere was ſcarce one in an hundred 


but forſook and abhorred all Popiſh Do@trines and 
Superſtirions : which is an undeniable Argumenr, 


that in this Reſpect alfo ir is as edifying, as iris poſ=- 


ſible for a thing of that Nature to be. In ſo much 
that ſo long as the Common- Prayer is uſed and fre- 
quented as ir ought ro be, it is morally impoflible 
for Popery to get any gronnd amongſt us, Bur if 
this Balwark was once removed(which God+forbid) 
our -grand Adyerſary would ſoon *accompliſh his 
malicious Deſigns upon us, one way or Other, 


This he knows well enough, and therefore hath 


left no Stone nnturned ro effect it. Bur-wharhe hath 


done before by the-Papiſts, he afterwards Þronghr 


about again by other means in the'Reign of Kin 
Charles the Firſt. For by what Kind'of 'Spirit thi 
Common-Prayer was then caſt out you allknow,and 
ſome of you found by woful Experience. Al that I 
ſhall ſay-of ir, 'is only this, that the ſame Spirirthar 
then ſtirred up people 'o violently againſt rhe Com 


mon-Prayer, ſtirred them up ar the ſametime ro rebel. 


apainſt their King, ro take away Mens Eſtates and 


Lives'contrary to all Law and Juſtice; andar laſt cg. 
naurthee/orie of the moſt pious Princes that yer” 
I; rhe Spirit of Chriſt or” 
Antichrift, God or the Devil, judge you.” Be lure” 
the Conſequences of irs being laid alidear that Time” | 
'M | Wen, EIN - were” iy 


lived. And wherher thar w 
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were very ſad. For people being deprived of thar 
whereby they ſhould have been edified, were.imme- 
diately rofled to and fro with every Wind'iof Do- 
Ctrine, until at length many of them fell into the 
moſt pernicious and damnable Hereſies thar- were 
ever heard of in the Church. Yea, rogether with 
the Liturgy, they- laid afide all Diſtin&tion betwixr 
ſacred and common things ; by which means the 
whole. Nation was in danger of being overſpread 
with Profaneneſs and Irreligion. 


Bur. bleſſed be 'the Name, of the moſt high God 
for it, he was once more pleaſed to appear for us, 
and in a miraculous manner to reſtore our Common: 
Prayer to his Church, rogether with our Gracious 
Soveraignto hisKingdoms.Bur what ſhall we render 
tothe Lord for ſo great a Bleſling as this is ?- All 
that he expects, ;or we can give him for ir, is only to 
make the beſt uſe of it that we can.- This therefore 
is that which I now pray and beſeech you all for the 
future xo do, Do notthink it enough to, be for the 
Common- Prayer, and to come nowand then to hear it. 
"This you may: do, as many do, and yer receive - no 
more Benefit by-ir, than as.if there were none at all 
ro be. received; | Which therefore can by ne means: 
Ee. imputed; ro the Common: Prayer. it ſelf, bur to the! 
ligence of thole ghar uſe ir,,,: Neither muſt you 


It, Bur. rather take; all Opportunities to. Inform 
them, Ne by all means. poflivle to ConVince them- 
Cf thy Excellency and T)fyloclyofir.. Which you: 
<a perer dg ſoeffectually, as by. your our-frippiag- 
and: exceeding, ;them in Virtue and. Good Works, 
that the. Common: Prayer 18 indeed far more Eduying, 
Gs =T than 


think rrenongy to talk high for it, or.tocail at thoſs: 
whoare not io bappy as to be rightly informed abouz: . 
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than thoſe New Modes of Religion, which they are 
ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That therefore you may 
do this, and ſo both experience in your ſelves, and 
demonſtrate unto orhers, the Truth and Certainty 
of what you have now heard, concerning the Com - 


mon-Prayer, 1 defire you to obſerye theſe few Rules 
in the uſing of ir, 


Firſt, come not to our Publick Prayers only our 
of Cuſtom or for Faſhion-ſake, as rhe manner of 
ſome 1s, bur out of a fincere Obedience ro God's 
| Commands, and with a ſure Truſt and Confidence 
in bis Promiſes for his Bleſſing upon what you do. 
* For which end jr will be very good, as'you go to 

Church, to bethink your ſelves whither. you are go- 
ing, and what you are to do there, rhar ſo laying 
aſide all other Buſineſs, yon may put your ſelves 
into a right Temper for fo great a Werk, | 


Secondly, Frequent 'our publick prayers as ofren 
asyon can, The oftner you are at them, the berrer 
you will like them, 'and the tnore edified - you will 
be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfie your ſelves 
with hearing!them once'a' Week. In this Ciry,”'as al: 
ſa/in many other places'of-the Kingdom, elpecially 
where there are-Cathedrals;'vr Collegiate Churches, 
you may'enjoy the Benefit of ther pblickly every 
day, and:{o keep your Hearrscontinually in an holy 
and heavenly Frame, and alway 'live-as becomerh 
Chriſtians :* And if you neglect {uch Opporrunities 
as are now: put into your Hands, | you will one day. 
wiſh you had nor'; butchen Wiſhing will do r9good;; 
$0 544i OY 03 (ERFICT 1 D611 1883 92 
Thirdly, 67 meer always at the begin-' 
ning of Divine Service. Otherwiſe you will cerrafly* 
mils-of ſomerhing'rhat would haye beeh Edityingto! 
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you, and perhaps. of rhar, which at that time might 
have done you more good than all the reſt. Net- 
ther will you loſe the Benefip only of part of it, bur 
in ſome Meaſure of the whole too; all the parts of 
it being linked together .in ſo excellent a manner 
and Method, thar they influence and afliſt each o- 
ther, So that nothing can be omitted either by Mi- 
niſter or People, burthe whole will ſuffer by it, and 
loſe ſomething of that Virtue and Efficacy, which 
otherwiſe you would find in it. 


Fourthly, All” the while that you are in God's 
Houſe, carry your ſelf as in his ſpecial Preſence, and 
ſuitably to the Work you are about ; ſtanding while - 
you praiſe God, and kneeling when you Pray unto 
him, as our Church hath directed you. For though 
theſe may ſeem bur little things in themſelves, yer 
they are of great Conſequence, both re our Wor- 
ſhipping of God arighr, and to our being edified by 
whar we do, as I have ſhewed before. 


Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all along to keep your 
Minds intent upon the Matter in hand ; When you 
confeſs your Sins to God,'do it with an hearry and 
SE oammgt for all the Errors of your Life 

ſt. When the Abſolurion is prohounced, receive 
it with a' firm and Rtedfaſt Faith in Chrift our Sa- 
viour. When you repeat or fing'the Hymns and 
P/alms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as you can, tro 
Jjoyn with thoſe above in praifing and magnifying the 
Ecernal God. -; When 'the Word of God is read; 
hearken diligently unto ir,and:confider feriauſly Whar 
he that made you faith to you, and requireth of 
you, and reſolye by his Blefling to believe and kve 
L. accordingly... And all the while that you areupors- 
your Koges, putting vp your Petitjons'to the — 
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high God, let your whole Souls be employed in ir, 
earneſtly tefiring rhe-good things you . for ar bid © 
Gracious Hands, and hnmbly contiding on his faith- *? 
ful Promiſes for the granting of them, By this means 

# on will perfortn reaſonable Service unto God, and 

by conſequence ' that which will be very acceptabl: 

unto him, and as profitable and edifying ro your 

ſelves. Whereas they that do nor obſerve rhis Rule, 

cannot be properly {aid ro pray, or ſerve God at all. 

And therefore ir is no Wonder thar they conte "ro 

Church; and hear the 'Common-Prayer read, and yer 

are no way edified by ir. Tridecd it is Tmpoffible rhar 

they ſhould, For as much as all rhe Benehr and Edifi- 

cation that we can poflibly receive'from any of our 

Devyorions, depends very mnch upon the due Interns 

rion'of our: Mindvin the Perfortnance'of therti,- To 
which, as I have ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer'in ge- 

neral, and onrs.m-parricular, is a very great help. 


Do'n6r bur obſerye theſe plain indneceſſaty Rules 
in ufing of the 'Common-Prayer (withour which you 
cannot be truly ſaid ro uſe, bur rather ro abuſe ir) 

and you will ſoon find what I have ſaid abour it ts 
= '*be true, even that 4 things in it are done to Edifying, 
». * And therefore T wonld to God, that nor only you 
that hear me art this time, bur all the People of the 
Nation, could be once perſwaded to do ſo, What 
an. boly.Nation, what. a_peculiar_.People ſhould we 
then become? How-pious towards God? How 
loyal to our Sovereign? How Juſt and Charitable 
to one another 2 For by our conſtant Worſhipping 
Almighty God.in fo falemn and devour:a manner ag 
this is, our Hearts will be over-awed with fo great. 
a Fear of his Divine. Majeſty, thas we ſhould never 
dare willingly to offend him, Our Mind would be. 
| | filled and impregnated. with ſuch a Senle i his .. 
wer 


